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The Chesham Society

Putting Chesham first

It was September 
2007 when the global 
‘credit crunch’ hit the 
UK and threatened to 
overwhelm Northern 
Rock. Savers were faced 
with the potential loss of their money and 
so, over time, a raft of financial measures 
was constructed to protect people in similar 
circumstances.
There have been changes to the structure of financial 
compensation claims this year. When people move home, 
for instance, they can have a large amount of money in their 
bank account when funds are transferred after a sale, for a 
short time before the next purchase is completed. To protect 
people in this situation, from July 2015, the Financial Services 
Compensation Scheme will provide a £1million limit for high 
balances held in the short term.

The current limit for the protection of savings is going to 
change from next January, so there will be a £75,000 limit for 
bank accounts. This will bring it into line with the 100,000 Euro 
limit under the Deposit Guarantee Schemes Directive.

Such schemes cover financial losses arising from the failure 
of an institution. However, everybody needs to be aware 
that there is constant activity by criminals who are targeting 
individuals all the time, hoping to steal from them.

Often these approaches are made by telephone and I myself 
have had some very plausible-sounding callers, emails and 
letters that look genuine until read very carefully.  So please do 
not be taken in!For instance, I have had callers asking me to give 
bank details to pay for a computer upgrade to protect from a 
new virus going the rounds.  I’ve had emails to announce that 
I have won a competition overseas, asking me to send money 
so the prize can be transferred to me.  I also got a letter saying 
that a relative had died and I should provide my bank details to 
enable money to be paid to me.  In the case of the letter, they 
spelled my name wrongly, which gave the game away!These 
are very sophisticated and persistent fraudsters who prey on 
people’s vulnerability.  A bank or building society will never ask 
you to give out your card number, PIN or password over the 
telephone, in an email or text.  Always be very, very cautious 
about such calls and never ring back on a number they may give 
you – always check independently for a central switchboard 
number that you can call back on.

Please do stay vigilant to stay safe, because there is evidence 
that these despicable criminals will keep on returning to their 
victims to steal more money if they can get away with it.

By Rt Hon Cheryl Gillan,
MP for Chesham and Amersham

It was September 

Cheryl’s Corner

Database Manager Needed
We need a person to manage the Membership 
database. Moderate computer skills, especially 
in Microsoft Excel or Access are required, plus 
a couple of hours a month to maintain records 
and print mailing labels quarterly for Focus 
distribution. Our resident expert, Brian Pratt, 
is retiring but I’m sure he will help whoever 
picks up the task.
Please contact Tony Molesworth if you can 
help.

New Committee 
Members
John Greaves – Secretary

I moved to Chesham from 
London four years ago 
and activities here include 
membership of the Chiltern Film 
Society. I have spent twenty-
eight years at the National 
Maritime Museum in Greenwich 
as their Curator of Ship History. 
It might sound a grand title but 
my area of expertise is mainly 

passenger shipping from the steam age to the present day. 
Having finally retired in July of this year I am still keeping 
an interest in everything maritime-related, so may well be 
joining the pond model group that meets in Lowndes Park 
every Sunday morning!!

Ruth Juett – 
Planning team
I have lived in Chesham for seven 
years. Previously living in France 
and London. I have worked for 
the last 15 years as Chief Officer 
in the voluntary sector and I was 
a Town Councillor for Townsend 
Ward for the last three years. I 

am now retired but I am still active in the community. I am 
also a member of Chesham4Fairtrade, which is celebrating 
its 10th anniversary this month. 
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Dates for your diary!

Date Room/venue Day Purpose Time
September 17  Council Chamber Thursday Panel Question Time 7.30pm for 8pm

October 21 Lowndes Room Wednesday  talk by chairman of Civic Voice Freddie Gick 7.30pm for 8pm, 

November 18 Lowndes Room Wednesday  Members’ Meeting 7.30pm for 8pm

December 10 Lowndes Room Thursday Murder mystery dinner 7.30pm for 8pm

Admission charges: members £1, guests £2; 
which includes tea/coffee and biscuits.

All meetings are in the Town Hall at 7.30 for 
8pm unless stated otherwise

In our last edition of Focus I gave you a few 
tasters of events to come and I’m now delighted 
to be able to give you more details.

Members’ Panel Meeting
For the third year running the Chesham Society is delighted to be 
bringing you Chesham’s very own version of Question Time on Thursday, 
September 17. We have chosen another panel of interesting and diverse 
speakers and hope that you have lots you want to grill them about.
We have a selection of politicians, with our present Town Mayor Peter 
Hudson leading the pack. We are also delighted to welcome Martin Tett 
who is the Leader of Buckinghamshire County Council . Our trio is 
completed by Mimi Harker, OBE who represents Chesham Bois and has 
recently been elected as the Chairman of Chiltern District Council.
Joining these three on the panel will be Ian Slack who is Chairman of 
Chesham Theatre Company and Chairman of the Friends of Lowndes 
Park Michael Rowan.
We are also delighted welcome Claire Rooney who recently organised a 
very damp LeyFest ‘15 in aid of Chesham Toy Bank, which she also set up 
with her team of elves. Claire has become a latest winner of the Pride of 
Bucks  award for her charity work.
Last but definitely not least we welcome Hilary Wilson who is the 
Chairman of Churches Together for Chesham.
As ever the format will be that questions should be submitted to me at 
programme@cheshamsociety.org.uk. There will be questions taken from 
the floor if we have time. Our Chairman, Tony Molesworth will chair 
the event in the Council Chamber at the Town Hall. There will be tea 
and coffee from 7.30pm with the questions starting at 8pm. If you are a 
member then entry is a £1 or £2 for non-members. It is usually a lively 
evening of debate so please try to join us.

River Chess Walk
Many of our members were disappointed that they weren’t able to 
join the guided walk by Paul Jennings, Chairman of the River Chess 
Association back in June. Therefore, back by popular demand, Paul 
has agreed to repeat the walk on Saturday, October 10 at 2.30pm. 
As before, the group will meet at Latimer Park (postcode HP5 1TU). 
We will be walking downstream via Neptune Falls, onto Latimer 
Water Meadows, crossing the river at the ford by Latimer Bridge, 
walk the south bank of the Chess (private access) to Dodds Mill and 
then return to Latimer Park via the Chess Valley Walk. This will be 
a loop of about three miles and should take about two hours with 
stops and explanations.. Please let me know if you’ll be coming 
and don’t forget your wellies!

October Members’ Meeting
In October we welcome Freddie Gick, the Chairman of Civic Voice, which 
is the national charity for the civic movement in England, which aims to 
make places more attractive, enjoyable and distinctive and promote civic 
pride. The Chesham Society is one of more than 300 societies, which is a 
member of Civic Voice.
Freddie Gick is a former research scientist and international management 
consultant who has been involved with civic societies for over 20 years. 
His visit to Chesham is timely with the Issues and Options Consultation 
for the New District Plan commencing in October, which the Chesham 
Society will be responding to. Freddie’s experience in local planning will 
be valuable. We will be inviting councillors and adjoining local amenity 
societies to join is for the evening.
For the November meeting we hope the Red Squirrel Brewery can speak 
to us.

Murder’s on the menu and everyone’s a suspect
I promised you something different for Christmas and I’m delighted to tell 
you that we will be hosting a Murder Mystery Dinner to be performed 
by Chesham Theatre Company on Thursday, December 10 at Chesham 
United Football Club. The theme is ‘Of Grave Importance’
“Following the tragic death of local vicar Father Trevor Allard, All Saints 
church in Little Duckham has recently been closed and its congregation 
amalgamated with that of the neighbouring church in Great Duckham. 
However, the community have recently discovered that not only is the 
church being sold to be redeveloped but also that the graveyard, in a 
prime position, is going to be built on. The Community Association has 
joined forces with the Residents’ Association and both are trying to raise 
funds to buy the site for the community before the developers can claim 
it. The first fundraising evening has been organised and the stakes are high 
for both sides. It looks like no one will be resting in peace…”
Please put the date in your diary and start putting your table of eight 
together. Tickets will be on sale shortly and they are bound to sell out 
fast! Just £20 for a three-course meal and an evening of entertainment. 
Please let me know if you want to reserve your space or need further 
information. Don’t forget to let me know your dietary requirements 
when booking tickets.

Final Word
Finally, if you’re not on our mailing list, and you’d like to be and/or 
if you have any ideas of speakers you’d like to hear from or events 
you’d like us to organise then please contact me, the Programme 
and Events Manager at programme@cheshamsociety.org.uk.  
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At the end of the final day, the committee 
met in private session for almost an hour, 
then announced that (without prejudice) 
they were not inclined to agree to 
any ‘long tunnel’ proposals, but would 
request HS2 to extend the Wendover 
cut and cover tunnel further south, and 
extend the Chilterns (bored) Tunnel 
north to Frith Hill (the C6 proposal). This 
was initially a disappointment, both with 
regard to the long tunnel and because 
an extension of the Chilterns Tunnel to 
Leather Lane had been requested.

The tunnel extension
A great deal has been gained, even from this short extension. 
Mantles Wood and two other ancient woodlands have 
been saved, construction works on the B485 and in South 
Heath avoided, and construction traffic in the Hyde Heath 
to South Heath area substantially reduced.

Interestingly, a tunnel extension to Frith Hill was requested 
in the Chesham Society response to the first set of plans 
issued by HS2 in November 2012. If this had been given 
proper consideration at the time, then  much hardship 
might have been avoided, as would the delays to the project 
due to another round of consultation and petitioning.

More petitioning
A large number of petitions from individuals and groups 
are scheduled for September – far more than can be heard 
in the time available. Some of these are generic petitions, 
which the committee hope to hear in groups – although the 
petitioners are free to request an individual hearing if they 
wish. Petitioners who do wish to support other local groups 
should consult www.hs2amersham.org.uk for advice.

The Chesham Society and Chesham Town Council will 
appear towards the end of the month, and will continue 
to press for a tunnel under the whole AONB – to prevent 
traffic chaos during construction and safeguard the 
Misbourne Valley for future generations of visitors.

By Jim Conboy

Continued from page 1

The ‘C6’ Tunnel Extension. DfT have accepted the Select Committee 
recommendation to adopt this proposal


