Executive Summary
Background
Chesham Renaissance Community Interest Company (Chesham Renaissance) published A
Vision for Chesham (Stage 1, July 2017) as the first stage in engaging with local people and
stakeholders about the future of Chesham. This is part of a stepped approach to developing
a more detailed Chesham Masterplan that will provide:
-

A framework for the regeneration of the town;
A set of principles to help steer new development;
Guidelines for a range of high quality homes;
An evening economy strategy; and
Plans to strengthen the vitality and character of the town.

Chesham Renaissance is committed to undertaking an effective, fair and transparent
consultation in line with the principles of good practice. As part of that process Chesham
Renaissance will review and consider comments received on the plans at every stage
against the overarching Masterplan principles.
This report provides an account of the first stage of the public consultation undertaken,
including who was involved, how they were engaged and the feedback and comments
that were made. It is also the first of an ongoing consultation that will track and monitor
feedback at various stages of the development.

Consultation
The Chesham Masterplan was the subject of an extensive consultation programme
between:
3rd November 2017 – 31st January 2018.
A dedicated website (cheshammasterplan.org) hosted all relevant key information on the
Masterplan and much of the consultation focused on encouraging the community to use
this site to complete the online consultation questionnaire. The consultation questionnaires
were also available in paper format with designated collection points for those that
preferred to respond in this way. The consultation included, but was not limited to, focus
groups, presentations, meetings, and several public events ensuring that as wide an
audience as possible had access to information. A social media campaign supported the
face to face activity. Chesham Renaissance continued to accept feedback after the
published deadline and continue to do so as part of the ongoing engagement strategy.

Results
680 questionnaires have been received to date and 645 questionnaires were completed and
submitted during the consultation period 3/11/17 to 31/1/18 from individuals and
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organisations. This report records all feedback in full (See APPENDIX 1) and provides a
summary of the key messages and themes from the consultation.
Over 70% of respondents agreed with the overall approaches set out in the Masterplan.
Local people are proud of Chesham and understand that the town needs to be developed
sympathetically taking into account the history and the unique surroundings within the
Chilterns Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. Infrastructure also featured highly on the
comments received, with local people aware that with housing and business development
there is a requirement for investment in already pressured transport systems and local
facilities. Many people reported the need for affordable and smaller homes within the town
centre. Respondents also highlighted the need for a joined-up approach to road and rail as
well as improved parking facilities. Protecting the Green Belt was of key importance and
local people value the safety of Chesham and the accessibility to the Chiltern countryside.
The key themes that were reflected throughout the consultation period are summarised
below:

This consultation has been delivered by Chesham Renaissance, a team that is made
up of people that live in Chesham and are passionate about the community. Many
of the comments received throughout the consultation show there is huge warmth
for the town and repeatedly local people describe it as a “special place” and a
“town with a real heart”. Chesham Renaissance believes this too and in partnership
with industry leading experts combines the right skillset to deliver the proposals. The
team comprises expertise in the fields of planning, design, construction, delivery,
operational, legal and marketing, all with a proven track record of delivery.
Chesham Renaissance will continue to carefully consider all comments and
suggestions and the Chesham Masterplan (Stage 2 February 2018) reflects this input.
Future versions of the Masterplan detailed proposal will progressively take these
suggestions into account during the next stages of development.
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