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About you

In what capacity are you responding to this survey?

On behalf of a business, group or other organisation

Other respondent capacity:
The Chesham Society

Organisation details

What is the name of your business, group or organisation?

Name of organisation:
The Chesham Society

What is your role or position?

What is your role or position in the group or organisation:
Hon Secretary

What is your business/group/organisation email address?

group/organisation email address:
roderickmcculloch07@outlook.com

Site response 1

Please give the site reference number:

Site reference number:
OPUS 3369

Please give the site address (including postcode):

Site address:

Land at Wey Lane, Chesham HP5 1LW.

What is your connection with the site? (e.g. local resident, local councillor)

Connection to site:
The Society aims to protect and enhance the built and natural heritage of Chesham and to maintain and improve the environment and amenities enjoyed
by local people.

Is the site suitable in principle for the proposed use?

No

Please give the reasons for your answer:

The designation of this site as suitable for housing is wholly inappropriate. It is allotment land under cultivation by local residents and not surplus open
space as is suggested. There is an active demand for these allotments with a current waiting list of up to three years. It is situated in the Chesham
Conservation Area designated by Bucks County Council in 1970. The allotments are part of Chesham's heritage being part of the original kitchen garden
of Chesham Workhouse c1700. The former workhouse building is situated in Germain Street and is now known as Weylands House. Furthermore, the site
at the highest risk of flooding from surface water.

What opportunities and advantages could development of the site bring?

Opportunities and advantages of development:

None whatsoever.

Are there infrastructure issues that would have to be addressed in the development of this site?



Yes

If you answered 'yes', please provide further details:

The streets skirting the site, namely Germain Street and Wey Lane as well as Fullers Hill are very narrow. They struggle to handle the current level of local
traffic. Congestion is most acute during term time with the vehicular and pedestrian movements associated with Thomas Harding School situated
opposite. Development of this site would only increase these problems and the issues of pedestrian safety.

Other than infrastructure, please provide details of any other potential barriers or challenges relating to development of the site:

Barriers and challenges:

The site is very small and would not significantly contribute to provision of the extra housing development needed in the town. As a greenfield site, it is
unclear why this has been preferred to brown field sites within the existing boundaries of the town.

Please provide details of any important environmental features on or near the site:

Important environmental features:

As the site is situated in the centre of the town, the River Chess and its various streams flow near the site.

Are there any important community assets near the site?

Yes

If you answered 'yes', please provide details:

Thomas Harding School.

Are you aware of any previous promotion of this site for development?

No

If you answered 'yes', please provide details:

Have any issues been raised by local residents or businesses in relation to development of the site?

Yes

If you answered 'yes', please provide details:

We are aware of local residents who object to development of this site and who may well have responded to this consultation.

Please provide any further local information or context that you think is relevant to the development of this site:

Local information:

We believe this proposal is inconsistent with the National Planning Policy Framework which states that existing urban open spaces ( including recreational
land ) should not be built upon. Locally, the Chesham Neighbourhood Plan designates a Green Infrastructure Network for the purpose of promoting
ecological connectivity, outdoor recreation and sustainable movement through the town. This includes assets of recreation and amenity value such as
allotments. Under the Small Holdings and Allotments Act 1908 local authorities have a duty to provide allotments if there is sufficient demand. In
Chesham the local authority is Chesham Town Council. If 6 or more registered voters or allotment holders request plots, the council must assess demand
and provide plots. It is clear that with the current high level of letting and waiting list that this demand exists.

Would you like to respond on a further site?

No
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