
Bucks Local Plan 2024-45;  Green Belt 
 

Extracts from the plan – Green Belt and National Landscape  

 

The Draft Local Plan identifies sites and allocations that 
can deliver homes to meet the circa 91,000 by 2045 target 
set by the Government, alongside employment 
opportunities and the supporting infrastructure needed to 
create sustainable communities. Importantly, we have 
identified opportunities to meet housing and employment 
needs without allocating Green Belt land for development. 
By prioritising brownfield redevelopment, housing-led 
town centre regeneration, and development in sustainable 
locations, we can support growth while protecting valued 
landscapes and helping to strengthen the vitality of our 
towns 

 

Local Plan Objective 1  
Aim: To conserve and enhance Buckinghamshire’s valued 
natural, historic, and built environments, to ensure they 
are protected from inappropriate development.  

a) Sustain the rural character of Buckinghamshire.  

b) Protect valued landscapes, including the Chilterns 
National Landscape, and open countryside in the Green 
Belt from harmful or inappropriate development.  

c) Conserve and enhance special places for nature and 
create an enhanced connected county-wide network of 
green and blue infrastructure which maximises 
opportunities for biodiversity net gain through the 
creation of new priority habitats, (having regard to the 
Buckinghamshire and Milton Keynes Local Nature Recovery 
Strategy).  

d) Improve water quality in our rivers and watercourses, 
including our globally rare chalk streams.  

e) Ensure that development respects historic assets and 
facilitates the enhancement of their setting.  

f) Support regeneration of the built environment. 

 

5.21 The spatial strategy meets the needs of 
Buckinghamshire but does not accommodate any unmet 
needs from elsewhere. The spatial strategy meets the 



housing requirements without the need to allocate in the 
Green Belt, whilst only limited development is located 
within the Chilterns National landscape. 

 

NE16: Protection of the Green Belt  

1. Development in the Green Belt is inappropriate except 
where it is on previously developed land that meets the 
criteria below or meets one of the following exceptions:  

a) Buildings for agriculture and forestry.  

b) The provision of appropriate facilities (in connection 
with the existing use of land or a change of use) including 
buildings for outdoor sport, outdoor recreation, 
recreational moorings and water-based recreation 
activities, cemeteries and burial grounds and allotments; 
as long as the facilities preserve the openness of the 
Green Belt and do not conflict with the purposes of 
including land within it;  

c) The replacement or extension of buildings.  

d) Limited infill ing only within the built-up villages 
identified on the Policies Map and in accordance with the 
definition in paragraph 7.4.173 below. 

 

7.263 Whilst Green Belt is not an environmental 
designation, it still protects areas from development, 
preventing sprawl and keeping areas open. As part of this 
plan, the Green Belt has been reviewed to identify Grey 
Belt and Provisional Grey Belt land (Grey Belt land is land 
that has previously been developed or does not strongly 
meet Green Belt purposes). This policy applies to all 
Greenbelt land regardless of its Grey Belt designation. 

NE19: National Landscapes and their setting  

1. The Chilterns National Landscape is a nationally 
designated landscape with the highest status of protection 
for conserving and enhancing landscape. Scenic beauty 
and wildlife and cultural heritage are also important.  

2. Within the National Landscape the scale and extent of 
development should be limited whilst in the setting, 
development should be sensitively located and designed.  

3. Proposals for all development within and in the setting 
of the Chilterns National Landscape must demonstrate how 
they address all the following:  



a) take a landscape-led approach to development.  

b) conserve and enhance the Chiltern National Landscape’s 
special qualities in accordance with national planning 
policy, the purposes of its designation and local landscape 
character assessments.  

c) meet the aims of the Chilterns National Landscape 
Management Plan, making practical and financial 
contributions as appropriate.  

d) respond to the Chilterns Building Design Guide, Technical 
Notes and Position Statements, including that on the setting of 
the Chilterns National Landscape.  

e) avoid adverse impacts from individual development 
proposals and any cumulative effects, unless these can be 
satisfactorily mitigated and  

f) are appropriate to the economic, social, health and 
environmental wellbeing of the area. 

  
Major Development  

4. Major developments will be refused unless exceptional 
circumstances can be demonstrated as defined by national 
planning policy and where it is demonstrated to be in the 
public interest. Consideration of such applications should 
include an assessment of al the following:  

a) the need for the development, including in terms of any 
national considerations, and the impact of permitting it, or 
refusing it, upon the local economy.  

b) the cost of, and scope for, developing outside the 
designated area, or meeting the need for it in some other way.  

c) any detrimental effect on the environment, health, the 
landscape and recreational opportunities, and the extent to 
which that could be moderated. 

5. Proposals for major development wil l need to be 
accompanied by a Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment 
(LVIA) produced in accordance with current guidance from the 
Landscape Institute. At the Council’s request, where the 
landscape visual impact is expected to be moderate or higher, 
non-major development may also require a LVIA or landscape 
appraisal. The scope of any LVIA or landscape appraisal, 
including methodology, study area and representative 
viewpoints, should be agreed with the Council prior to its 
preparation and submission with a planning application. 


